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Welcome to your exclusive Across the Leagues Champions League Season Preview… 

 

I’m kicking off our Champions League 2017/18 coverage with a look at the Outright 

Winner betting...  

 

I’ve taken stats from the last 10 seasons to ‘profile’ what we are looking for in an 

Outright Winner contender. My analysis leads me to one team in particular – see below.  

 

Of course, the stats don’t tell the whole story. Managers, new owners... player transfers, 

injuries... will of course all play a part in deciding the 2017/18 Champions League winner 

– and the Top Scorer too, for that matter.  

 

But when it comes to identifying the best bets and the best value prices – I firmly 

believe that using the stats below will give us a great starting point.  

 

Champions League 2017/18 – Outright Winner 



Let’s start with a look at the history books. Here are the Champions League winners and 

runners-up (and nationalities) from the last 10 seasons...  

 

Season  Winner (Nationality) Runner-up (Nationality)  

 

2016/17 Real Madrid (Spain)  Juventus (Italy) 

2015/16  Real Madrid (Spain)   Atletico Madrid (Spain) 

2014/15  Barcelona (Spain)   Juventus (Italy)  

2013/14  Real Madrid (Spain)   Atletico Madrid (Spain)  

2012/13  Bayern Munich (Germany)  Borussia Dortmund (Germany)  

2011/12  Chelsea (England)   Bayern Munich (Germany)  

2010/11  Barcelona (Spain)   Man Utd (England)  

2009/10  Inter Milan (Italy)   Bayern Munich (Germany)  

2008/09  Barcelona (Spain)   Man Utd (England)  

2007/08  Man Utd (England)   Chelsea (England)  

 

Key stats from that 10-year history: 

 

• Spanish clubs have won 6 of the last 10, and each of the last 4. With Real 

Madrid and Barcelona winning 3 each in the last decade 

 

• English clubs have featured 5 times in the last 10 finals – but none in the last 5 

seasons  

 

• The 20 finalists in the last 10 years all came from just 4 nations – Spain (8), 

England (5), Germany (4) and Italy (3) 

 

• 9 different clubs have featured in the last 10 finals. With 6 different winners  

 

Digging a little deeper, the 10-year form shows that a club doesn’t necessarily need to 

be the reigning ‘champion’ of their domestic league to then go on and win the 

Champions League the following season. 

 

In fact, more often than not in the last 10 seasons, the Champions League winner was 

not the current champion of their home league...  

 

• Just 3 of the last 10 Champions League winners had won their domestic league in 

the previous season – and none of the last 6 

 

With the above stats and trends in mind, let’s take a look at the bookies’ 2017/18 prices 

(decimal odds in brackets)...  

 

Champions League 2017/18 – Outright Winner:  

 

Real Madrid 4/1 (5.00) 

Bayern Munich 13/2 (7.50) 

PSG 13/2 (7.50) 

Barcelona 7/1 (8.00) 

Man City 12/1 (13.00) 

Man Utd 12/1 (13.00) 

Juventus 14/1 (15.00) 

Chelsea 18/1 (19.00) 

Atletico Madrid 22/1 (23.00) 

Liverpool 22/1 (23.00) 

Napoli 33/1 (34.00) 

Borussia Dortmund 33/1 (34.00) 

Tottenham Hotspur 40/1 (41.00) 



RB Leipzig 66/1 (67.00) 

Monaco 66/1 (67.00) 

Sevilla 80/1 (81.00) 

100/1+ bar  

 

• Each Way terms: 1/2 odds 1-2 places  

 

Price comparison – what difference does a year make?  

 

It’s worth looking back at some of the pre-tournament Outright Winner prices from last 

season, for comparison and context...  

 

There’s not much change at the very top with Barcelona, Bayern Munich and Real Madrid 

all at single-figure prices again – no surprises there.  

 

Man City go off at the same price as the last two seasons (12/1).  

 

PSG were 16/1 last season but are now less than half that price having splashed the 

cash on world record signing Neymar, along with on-loan teenager Kylian Mbappe. 

 

Last year’s runners-up Juventus were 12/1, and are now 14/1. But this price difference 

catches the eye most for me… 

 

Atletico Madrid have got to the final twice in the last four seasons. In 2015/16 Atletico 

were a 20/1 Each Way pick for us – giving a 10/1 payout as runners-up. Last season 

they were shorter at 14/1 and we didn’t back them (they made the semi final). This time 

Atletico’s price looks good Each Way value again at 22/1. 

 

Applying the ‘rules’ – a process of elimination...  

 

The stats aren’t gospel, of course. But by applying the dominant trends listed above in 

our analysis, we can help narrow down the list of contenders for the trophy...  

 

For example, following the pattern that 7 of the last 10 winners were not the reigning 

champions of their domestic leagues – including the last 6 Champions League winners in 

a row...  

 

We can ‘cross off’ several 2016/17 domestic league winners from the top of the 2017/18 

Champions League betting list: 

 

Real Madrid 4/1 (5.00) 

Bayern Munich 13/2 (7.50) 

Juventus 14/1 (15.00) 

Chelsea 18/1 (19.00) 

 

The history books are there to be re-written of course, but with the Champions League 

final being dominated over the last decade by Spanish, English, German and Italian clubs 

exclusively, we can continue our process of elimination by removing:  

 

PSG 13/2 (7.50) 

Monaco 66/1 (67.00) 

 

As I say, this is far from a bulletproof method. But the findings leave us with a smaller 

set of teams to look at. 

 

And from the reduced list, Spanish contenders Atletico Madrid make the cut at 20/1+… 

 



Outright Winner Pick… 

 

Two finals, one semi final and one quarter final from the past four seasons is exceptional 

Champions League form. Atletico Madrid have the same manager at the helm as for all 

those previous campaigns, and Diego Simeone states that Atletico’s motivation is to “win 

the Champions League”… 

 

Atletico are our top-rated team for Clean Sheets in the Champions League over those 

past four seasons, and they remain a well-drilled, hard-working, talented and 

experienced side at this level. 

 

Backing them at 20/1+ has produced two Each Way payouts in the last four seasons. 

All four of their previous campaigns have been ended by Spanish rivals Real Madrid; 

they may get a different route through this season…  

 

Atletico are short odds-on at 1/4 (1.25) to qualify from Group C and they have the 

know-how to come in the top two Group places out of themselves, Chelsea, Roma and 

Qarabag. After that, in the Knockout rounds, this Atletico team will fight to the death 

against any and every opponent they come up against. 

 

Odds of 20/1+ Each Way make them a value proposition in the Outright Winner 

market once again. 

 

Outright Winner – Atletico Madrid are a best price 22/1 (23.00) Each Way with 

BetVictor, Paddy Power, 20/1 (21.00) in general. 

 

• Each Way terms: 1/2 odds 1-2 places 

 

________________________________________________________  

 

 

Now for a look at the Scorer stats and prices… 

 

Champions League 2017/18 – Top Scorer 
 

We’ve successfully backed the Champions League Top Scorer in the last two seasons – 

let’s see if we can use the stats to find the winner again...  

 

I’ve taken stats from recent seasons to ‘profile’ what we are looking for in a Top Scorer 

contender.  

 

At the prices available, my analysis leads me to two players in particular – see below.  

 

We’ll start with a look at the history books… 

 

Bookies offer 1/4 odds Each Way for the top 4 places in the Champions League Top 

Goalscorer market...  

 

Last season, the payouts came from these players:  

 

1. Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid, winners)    12 goals  WON  

2. Lionel Messi (Barcelona, quarter final)     11 goals  PLACED  

3. Edison Cavani (PSG, last 16)     8 goals  PLACED 

3. Robert Lewandowski (Bayern Munich, quarter final)  8 goals PLACED 

 

In 2015/16, the top 4 scorers were: 

 



1. Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid, winners)    16 goals  WON  

2. Robert Lewandowski (Bayern Munich, semi final)   9 goals  PLACED  

3. Thomas Muller (Bayern Munich, semi final)    8 goals  PLACED 

4. Luis Suarez (Barcelona, quarter final)     8 goals PLACED  

 

In 2014/15, the top 4 scorers were: 

 

1. Lionel Messi (Barcelona, winners)   10 goals  WON/ DEAD HEAT  

1. Neymar (Barcelona, winners)    10 goals  WON/ DEAD HEAT  

1. Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid, semi final)  10 goals  WON/ DEAD HEAT 

4. Adriano (Shakhtar Donetsk, last 16)   9 goals PLACED  

 

In 2013/14, the payouts came from:  

 

1. Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid, winners)    17 goals  WON  

2. Zlatan Ibrahimovic (PSG, quarter final)     10 goals  PLACED  

3. Diego Costa (Atletico, runner-up)     8 goals  PLACED  

3. Lionel Messi (Barcelona, quarter final)     8 goals  PLACED  

 

In 2012/13:  

 

1. Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid, semi final)  12 goals  WON  

2. Robert Lewandowski (B.Dortmund, runner-up)  10 goals  PLACED  

3. Burak Yilmaz (Galatasaray, quarter final)  8 goals  PLACED/ DEAD HEAT  

3. Lionel Messi (Barcelona, semi final)   8 goals  PLACED/ DEAT HEAT  

3. Thomas Muller (Bayern Munich, winners)  8 goals  PLACED/ DEAD HEAT  

 

In 2011/12:  

 

1. Lionel Messi (Barcelona, semi final)     14 goals  WON  

2. Mario Gomez (Bayern Munich, runner-up)    12 goals PLACED  

3. Cristiano Ronaldo (Real Madrid, semi final)    10 goals PLACED 

4. Karim Benzema (Real Madrid, semi final)    7 goals PLACED  

 

In 2010/11:  

 

1. Lionel Messi (Barcelona, winners)     12 goals WON  

2. Samuel Eto’o (Inter Milan, quarter final)    8 goals PLACED  

2. Mario Gomez (Bayern Munich, last 16)     8 goals PLACED 

4. Nicolas Anelka (Chelsea, quarter final)     7 goals PLACED  

 

Key stat:  

 

• Lionel Messi or Cristiano Ronaldo have been Top Scorer in each of the last 

10 Champions League seasons  

 

The scorer stats above, from 2010 to the end of last season, tell us that players winning 

the Top Scorer award or finishing in the Top 4 places for an Each Way payout, had some 

or all of the following factors in common:  

 

• All 29 scorers listed above played for a team that – at the very least – 

progressed beyond the Group Stage to the Last 16 (100%)  

 

• 26 of the 29 players’ teams made it to the Quarter Final or beyond (90%) 

 

• 18 of the 29 players’ teams reached the Semi Final or beyond (62%) 

 



• 11 of the 29 players’ teams reached the Final (38%)  

 

• All 29 players scored 7 or more goals (100%) 

 

• And all of the 1st place Top Scorers scored at least 10 goals each 

 

The historical stats say that for a potential Each Way bet, we’re looking for a player to 

score 7+ goals, for a team that make it to the Last 16 (Knockout stages) or better.  

 

For a Win Only bet, the numbers say we’re looking for a player to score 10+ goals for 

a team that reaches the Quarter Finals or beyond.  

 

With the above stats and trends in mind, let’s take a look at the bookies’ 2017/18 prices 

(decimal odds in brackets)...  

 

Champions League 2017/18 – Top Scorer:  

 

Player   Club   Price 

 

C.Ronaldo  Real Madrid  4/1 (5.00) 

L.Messi  Barcelona  11/2 (6.50) 

R.Lewandowski Bayern Munich 8/1 (9.00) 

Neymar  PSG   12/1 (13.00) 

L.Suarez  Barcelona  12/1 (13.00) 

E.Cavani  PSG   14/1 (15.00) 

R.Lukaku  Man Utd  16/1 (17.00) 

S.Aguero  Man City  20/1 (21.00) 

K.Mbappe  PSG   20/1 (21.00) 

25/1+ bar 

 

Each Way terms: 1/4 odds 1-4 places  

 

Narrowing down the list... 

 

32 teams down to 16...  

 

There are 32 teams in the Champions League. But when it comes to betting in the Top 

Scorer Each Way market, the historical stats says need to cut that figure in half – to 16 

teams that make it to the Knockout Stages...  

 

Of course, we can’t say exactly which 16 teams that will be – but it’s logical to focus on 

clubs and players with proven Champions League pedigree.  

 

And while following the stats is not an exact science, using the numbers and past trends 

can certainly help us narrow down the list of contenders...  

 

Focus on the top players...  

 

There are 9 players on the list above, all priced between 4/1 and 20/1. The full market 

with most bookies features 100 or so names, taking you right down to players priced as 

1,000/1 rank outsiders. 

 

Champions League history tells us that the cream generally tends to rise to the top...  

 

The consistency of Ronaldo and Messi in this tournament is astounding, taking the 

trophy 10 seasons running between them.  

 



From the 29 players that have featured in the top 4 (eg. Each Way) places in the last 7 

seasons listed above, only a couple can be considered genuine ‘surprises’...  

 

• Adriano scored 9 goals for Shakhtar Donetsk in the 2014/15 season... but 5 of 

those came in one game in the Group Stage  

 

• Yilmaz scored 8 in Galatasaray’s run to the quarter finals in 2012/13. But the 

following season he failed to score a single goal in 6 Champions League 

appearances. And Galatasaray haven’t been to the quarter finals since 

 

With all the stats, trends and prices in mind, two players standout for me in the 

preseason 2017/18 Top Scorer market...  

 

Top Scorer ‘Win Only’ Picks…  

 

We’re sticking with the big boys. I said this last year (and the year before), and I’m 

saying it again: I make no apologies for going for the top men...  

 

The stats make it very clear – Messi and Ronaldo have dominated the Champions 

League Top Scorer charts over the last 10 seasons.  

 

You can’t really find any other players that would tick more boxes than these two 

superstars of the game.  

 

Both their clubs – Barcelona and Real Madrid – are regulars in the quarter finals, semi 

finals and finals. 

 

And here’s the key thing: backing both Messi and Ronaldo at the current prices would 

give an overall profit if one of them wins the Top Scorer again – for what would be 

the 11th season running… 

 

Both men are likely to go shorter than their pre-season prices as the competition 

unfolds, too. Now would appear the best time to back them. 

 

What’s more, with the dominance of the top two, ‘playing for places’ with other players 

doesn’t give much Each Way appeal for the other names on the list above, at 1/4th the 

odds. For example, a 14/1 Each Way bet on Cavani offers a 7/2 (4.50) payout for a place 

finish…  

 

I’d rather have 4/1 (5.00) and 11/2 (6.50) Outright on Ronaldo & Messi. 

 

Top Scorer – Cristiano Ronaldo is a best price 4/1 (5.00) with BetVictor, Paddy 

Power, Bet365 and in general. 

 

Top Scorer – Lionel Messi is a best price 11/2 (6.50) with Bet365, Skybet, Betway, 

5/1 (6.00) in general. 

 

________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Lookout for more Champions League stats analysis and bet advice coming your way in 

your Across the Leagues weekly emails, throughout the season...  
 

Enjoy the football… 

 

Best wishes, 

 



 
 

Oliver Upstone 

 

Across the Leagues 

 

www.AcrossTheLeagues.co.uk  
 

http://www.acrosstheleagues.co.uk/

